
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, 
FLORIDA* 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
*Editor's note: The city charter, being section 2 of Ord. No. C-84-87, adopted October 2, 
1984, and approved at referendum on November 6, 1984, is published as enacted and 
subsequently amended, except that changes in the treatment of numbers, punctuation in 
article and section catchlines and in the printing of numbers have been made for 
uniformity and consistency with the new city Code. Absence of a history note indicates 
that the provision is derived from Ord. No. C-84-87. History notes indicate the source of 
amendments. Section 1 of Ord. No. C-84-87 repealed the existing charter. Section 3 of 
such ordinance provided for a referendum. Section 4 of such ordinance provided for the 
repeal of inconsistent charter and ordinance provisions. Section 5 of such ordinance 
provided for severability. Section 6 of such ordinance provided for an effective date. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Article I.  Creation and Powers 

Sec. 1.01.  Creation and powers. 
Sec. 1.02.  Seal. 

 
Article II.  Corporate Limits 

Sec. 2.01.  Description of corporate limits. 
Sec. 2.02.  Greater Fort Lauderdale Area, West. 

 
Article III.  Government of City and Form of Government 

Sec. 3.01.  Commissioner-manager plan. 
Sec. 3.02.  Creation, composition and term of commission. 
Sec. 3.03.  Qualification of members; forfeiture of office. 
Sec. 3.04.  Judge of elections and qualifications of members. 
Sec. 3.05.  Designation of vice-mayor. 
Sec. 3.06.  Powers vested in commission; limitations. 
Sec. 3.07.  Not to direct appointment of employees. 
Sec. 3.08.  Forfeiture of office. 
Sec. 3.09.  Organization meeting. 
Sec. 3.10.  Special meeting to seat a new member. 
Sec. 3.11.  Regular meetings. 
Sec. 3.12.  Special meetings--How called. 
Sec. 3.13.  Meeting place; meetings to be public. 
Sec. 3.14.  Quorum and vote. 
Sec. 3.15.  Initiative; petition for proposed ordinance. 
Sec. 3.16.  Circulating petition for an election. 
Sec. 3.17.  Commission required to take action. 
Sec. 3.18.  Time of holding election. 
Sec. 3.19.  Ballots. 
Sec. 3.20.  Referendum elections. 
Sec. 3.21.  Recall. 



Sec. 3.22.  Offenses relating to petitions. 
 
Article IV.  Executive Officers 

Sec. 4.01.  Executive officers. 
Sec. 4.02.  Compensation of officers and employees. 
Sec. 4.03.  Official bonds. 
Sec. 4.04.  Functions and duties of mayor-commissioner. 
Sec. 4.05.  City manager; appointment; qualifications; compensation. 
Sec. 4.06.  Acting city manager upon resignation of or during absence or 
disability of city manager. 
Sec. 4.07.  Assistants to the city manager. 
Sec. 4.08.  Removal or discharge. 
Sec. 4.09.  Powers and duties. 
Sec. 4.10.  City attorney; appointment; qualifications; compensation. 
Sec. 4.11.  Assistants to the city attorney. 
Sec. 4.12.  Duties. 
Sec. 4.13.  City clerk. 

 
Article V.  Administrative Organization 

Sec. 5.01.  Departments and duties. 
 
Article VI.  Civil Service System 

Sec. 6.01.  Civil service established. 
Sec. 6.02.  Classified and nonclassified service. 
Sec. 6.03.  Status of present employees and offices. 
Sec. 6.04.  Civil service board; created; composition. 
Sec. 6.05.  Pay plan and personnel rules. 
Sec. 6.06.  City commission involvement prohibited. 

 
Article VII.  Elections 

Sec. 7.01.  Nonpartisan elections. 
Sec. 7.02.  Compensation of county supervisor of elections. 
Sec. 7.03.  City clerk to represent city in matters relating to registration. 
Sec. 7.04.  General laws to apply. 
Sec. 7.05.  Primary election. 
Sec. 7.06.  When primary election unnecessary. 
Sec. 7.07.  General election; regular municipal election. 
Sec. 7.08.  Filling vacancies in commission. 
Sec. 7.09.  Special municipal primary election. 
Sec. 7.10.  Special municipal elections to elect mayor-commissioner or city 
commissioners. 
Sec. 7.11.  Special elections for other purposes. 
Sec. 7.12.  Elections--How arranged for; creation of districts. 
Sec. 7.13.  Ballots. 
Sec. 7.14.  Candidates for mayor-commissioner and city commissioner. 
Sec. 7.15.  Conduct of candidates for city commission. 



Sec. 7.16.  Election; tie vote; primary election to fill one vacancy. 
Sec. 7.17.  Interim government. 

 
Article VIII.  Public Property 

Sec. 8.01.  Sale of personal property; procedure; public notice. 
Sec. 8.02.  Sale of public lands and of public property to public bodies. 
Sec. 8.03.  Acquiring right-of-way for purpose of conveying same to a public 
body. 
Sec. 8.04.  Sale of real property to private persons, firms or corporations. 
Sec. 8.05.  Leases for not more than one year. 
Sec. 8.06.  Leases at Bahia-Mar. 
Sec. 8.07.  Leases with governmental entities or agencies for governmental 
purposes. 
Sec. 8.08.  Leases of parking spaces in parking facilities owned or operated by the 
city. 
Sec. 8.09.  Leases for more than one year and not more than fifty years. 
Sec. 8.10.  Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (Prospect Field). 
Sec. 8.11.  Sale of real property at Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (Prospect 
Field). 
Sec. 8.12.  Leases of Shops in Central Business District Parking Garage. 
Sec. 8.13.  Leases to civic and charitable organizations. 
Sec. 8.14.  Form and execution of leases. 
Sec. 8.15.  Granting franchises. 
Sec. 8.16.  Rates to be charged. 
Sec. 8.17.  Conditions of grant or franchise. 
Sec. 8.18.  Assignments of grants. 
Sec. 8.19.  Right of regulation. 
Sec. 8.20.  General provisions. 
Sec. 8.21.  Disposing of public property. 

 
Article IX.  Annual Budget and Levy 

Sec. 9.01.  Fiscal year. 
Sec. 9.02.  City manager's budget message and recommendations. 
Sec. 9.03.  Adoption of budget and millage rates. 
Sec. 9.04.  Transfer of funds during current year. 
Sec. 9.05.  Unencumbered balance at end of fiscal year. 

 
Article X.  Miscellaneous Provisions 

Sec. 10.01.  Reserved. 
Sec. 10.02.  Independent annual audit. 
Sec. 10.03.  Public hearings and public notice. 

 
Article XI.  Transition Schedule 

Sec. 11.01.  Former charter provisions. 
Sec. 11.02.  Ordinances preserved. 
Sec. 11.03.  Rights of officers and employees. 



Sec. 11.04.  Pending matters. 
 
Appendix A.  Former Charter Provisions Not Constituting An Ordinance 

Sec. 1.  Public works. 
Sec. 2.  Lights, heat and power. 
Sec. 3.  Waterworks plants. 
Sec. 4.  Service of utilities to consumers outside of city. 

 
Appendix B.  Other Special Acts 

Division 1.  Generally 
Secs. 1--200.  Reserved. 

Division 2.  Urban Renewal 
Sec. 201.  Short title. 
Sec. 202.  Findings and declarations of necessity. 
Sec. 203.  Encouragement of private enterprise. 
Sec. 204.  Workable program. 
Sec. 205.  Finding of necessity by the board of representatives. 
Sec. 206.  Preparation and approval of urban renewal projects and urban 
renewal plans. 
Sec. 207.  Powers. 
Sec. 208.  Eminent domain. 
Sec. 209.  Disposal of property in urban renewal area. 
Sec. 210.  Issuance of bonds. 
Sec. 211.  Bonds as legal investments. 
Sec. 212.  Property exempt from taxes and from levy and sale by virtue of 
an execution. 
Sec. 213.  Cooperation by public bodies. 
Sec. 214.  Title of purchaser. 
Sec. 215.  Exercise of powers in carrying out urban renewal project. 
Sec. 216.  Urban renewal agency. 
Sec. 217.  Interested public officials, commissioners or employees. 
Sec. 218.  Definitions. 
Sec. 219.  Separability; act controlling. 

 


